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I GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Nanyang is a huge school with a campus large like a little village. There is free shuffle busses to take you around, and maps that are easy to understand and will be handed out as soon as you arrive. Nanyang has 12 different schools within the same area. When you come as an exchange student from BI, you will be going to the “The Business School”. This means that you have all your lectures in this area.

The campus seems quite frightening at the beginning ,but it is easy to get around as soon as you start with the lectures. There are only four places you need to know; this is “The Business School”, the International House, the Student Service Center and Nanyang Auditorium.
There is also the Hall you live in of course, if you decide to live at campus. 

The business school
This is the place you have your lectures. There is also the reception for the business school if you need any information during the semester (If you have any courses that need a calculator – this is the place to get the stick for approval)
The International House and Student Service Center
This is the places you go to when you first arrive at Nanyang. They will give you the welcome bags and information of course approval and payment etc. 
The Nanyang Auditorium
This is the place where you collect your visa. 

NTU provides a high-quality global education to more than 21,700 undergraduates and 9,400 graduate students. The number of exchange students at Nanyang is 400 more or less each year. 

Studying at Nanyang is a huge difference compared to studying at BI. There are small lecture rooms with only 30-40 students. The teacher is more aware of your appearance, and you actually get grades based on your participations in every class. There are much more work and study during the semester. There are graded papers and presentations which are given out during the semester both for working in groups and individually. It is more than the exam itself that builds up to count, and there are often open book exams. Some courses do not have exams at all. Because of this you need to work very hard during the whole semester, and you really get to learn a lot. You learn to appear with confidence when it comes to speak in front of the class and perform presentations. You also learn much about working in groups.

I believe these experiences are quite similar to what you will need and experience once you start your working career. 
II Practical Information 

Information before you left

It is really important to read all information and answer all questionnaires you get from BI as early as possible. What I found the most difficult was the course approval part. The courses at Nanyang are popular and it is hard to get the courses you really want if you don’t apply early. You might need to go many rounds with your own school and Nanyang to get approval of the courses you want to have. And even if you believe you get them approved it doesn’t necessarily mean that you also have the courses when you get to Nanyang. They ask you to apply for approval of 8 courses, and you should. This is because there is not always certain that your courses can fit into the timetable so they need to have a few courses to choose from. 
Visa Procedure and travel experiences

The Visa is received one month after school begins. It is a long process, but the school will give you all the information you need. It involves some cost for you together with campus payment etc. You will however receive quite a lot and detailed information on this topic. 
Academic Calendar
Semester: 10 Aug 2009 - 8 Dec 2009

Recess: 28 Sep 2009 - 2 Oct 2009

Revision & Examination: 16 Nov 2009 - 8 Dec 2009

The introduction and course changing period is almost a month. You have a long time to adapt to the system. You should visit the school before the lecture starts, because it’s a lot of payments to do, papers to receive and information to collect. The first weeks are the so called “Welcome weeks” with events you can participate in. This is similar to “Fadderrullan” at BI.

Reception
As I earlier explained there is a reception at the business school area that will give you all necessary information. There is a lot if information when you arrive, and you have meetings you can attend, but except from that you are one your one. They are willing to help if you ask, but there is nobody who helps you from the starting point. 
Housing
When you have been accepted to Nanyang you will receive a lot of information from the school. Here is also information about campus living. You get the opportunity to live on one of the nine Halls at the campus. I have three friends, also exchange students at Nanyang from BI, who was on exchange for a year. They didn’t get the opportunity to live at campus, so I decided to live in an apartment with them. This is much more expensive, so I recommend living at the campus. The only bad thing about living at the campus is that it is far from the City Centrum of Singapore. 
Since I didn’t live at campus I do not have much information on this area. 

Costs
Singapore is less expensive than Norway. If you live at campus it will cost you around 1500 NOK each month. If you live outside of the campus the price is more similar to Norwegian rent. It is impossible to give a specific price, because it diversifies. School books, food and collective transportation are cheap. There is food available everywhere and to all price levels. The cheapest alternative is at campus, where Cantina A is the most popular.  
Social Activities
There are all sorts of activities you can participate in at Nanyang. The most popular is the “Bar to Bar round”. This is an event where every exchange student in Singapore takes the collective transport and visits many Bars in Singapore. You will receive information at your school web when it comes to these events.

It is easy to get to know other exchange student, and in every class you go together with two or more students that are in the same situation like you. Because of group projects it becomes easy to get to know students, but it is harder to get to know the locals. The locals tend to keep together (especially the Chinese Singaporeans). But if you put in an effort you will certainly get to know exchange students from all around the world and local students as well. It is really up to you! 
I recommend trying to get to know some of the locals, because it is exciting to get to know Singapore from their point of view.
If you live on campus you will have a different experience then I had in this area. I believe you will participate more when it comes to student events and you will certainly build stronger bonds with other students. 

I didn’t participate that much in the school activities, because I found it easier (because of my living situation) and more exiting to go clubbing, parting and get to know people in the City Center.
Culture and Language
Singapore is an English speaking country and it is really easy to communicate. But you should be aware that Singaporeans speak Singlish. This can be hard to understand sometimes, and it is a lot of different accents. 

Singapore has an international culture, comparing to the rest of Asia. It is a multicultural environment and they are used to a lot of different nationalities. This makes it easy to get used to the environment and you will feel like home right away. 

When you are an exchange student in Singapore, you have to travel. It is cheap, exiting and really a great opportunity to experience Asia. The language and culture differences will be much more visible when you travel, and it is important to read and be prepared when you travel outside of Singapore. 
Cultural and Social Effects from the Exchange Experience
Having the opportunity to study in Singapore is something I will take with me in social and working environment in the future. I have learned more at school and about work environments than I could imagine. I also know more about myself and what I want for my future.  To get the opportunity to be a part of a school with a different study system than BI is a great alternative experience. I have become much more confident when it comes to my English, presentation in front of people and team work. You also get to see how the Asian business environment works, and how it is different from the European work environment. 
This experience has made me more secure and ready when it comes to starting to work. I also believe this experience make me more attractive when it comes to getting a job. 
III ACADEMIC INFORMATION

The Teaching situation
The lectures are in Singlish. This means that the teachers are talking English but with the Singaporean accent. These accent variants between teachers and this can make it hard to understand sometimes. But it only means that you need to pay extra attention in these lectures. 
You need to participate much more in class, and it is important to be attending as well as active in lectures. This is the biggest difference from BI. The teaching is primarily theoretical. But the class is built on student participating and class discussion. There are a lot of group presentations with question and answer rounds both from the teacher and the students.
Required Literature and exam
The literature is all in English, and the books are similar to the books at BI. You will get slides to every lecture (same as at BI). The exam will only be a percentage of your grade, and you can read the slides or you can use the books to prepare.  The exam is often open book exam, and you only have 2 ½ hour exam time. This means that you need to study and prepare really good even if it is an open book exam. The knowledge level that is required to pass the exams is the same as in BI.
Other
You will get a student card when you arrive at Nanyang. You have to pay for this card, but you then get access to all the facilities at Nanyang. This means training room, copy room, library etc. There are reading room and computer rooms, and it is almost always free spots available. You will also receive a password and a user name to the computers and this system is similar to the one we have at BI. 
Description of Courses
	Course name 
	Pre-request
	Exam 
	Major at BI
	Approved as

	AB114 Communication Fundamentals 
	None 
	None 
	
	2 A.U.

	AB311

Strategic Management
	AB105& AB112
	None 
	
	4 A.U.

	BM305

Service Marketing
	AB112
	Open book 
	
	4 A.U.

	BC214

Decision Tools For Managers 
	
	Open book
	
	4 A.U.


If you want to contact me for more information my e-mail is:

daffy_ida@hotmail.com
Regards, 

Ida Frydenberg Daffinrud
