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ACADEMIC INFORMATION

SMU is the third university in Singapore and was opened in 2000. In 2005 it moved to its city campus situated in the heart of the city centre. The university and its surroundings are just marvellous, offering the best facilities one can ever imagine from a university. There are six schools; School of Business, School of Information Systems, School of Law, School of Accountancy, School of Economics and School of Social Sciences. SMU is home to over 5400 undergraduate students and about 200 exchange students each semester. SMU also offer master programmes. SMU’s educational and administrative practices are modelled after American institutions, in particular the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania, which is often ranked as the best business school in the world.

All courses are taught in English; however the professors speak with sort of a Chinese accent, resulting in the local English version “Singlish”. This might be a little difficult to understand to begin with, but should not be a problem after the first couple of weeks. The level of study is maybe a bit lower than at BI, however the workload is heavier. You need to work more continuously throughout the semester, since students are required to hand in homework for some classes, hand in reports, take quizzes and mid-terms and do presentations throughout the semester. Professors use a mix of case discussions, power point presentations and group work in classes. Students are expected t contribute during classes and 10 – 20 % of the grade is made from class participation. You should not worry about speaking up in class; the professors are very supportive. I established good relationships with all my professors, and I was truly impressed of how the interaction with the faculty. Students are encouraged to ask questions and send mails and usually the professors replied within the hour. The academic level on the professors was high with most of them holding a PhD. The environment between the students is very competitive, and you should expect to be asked quite tough questions during presentations; if students ask good questions their class participation mark is boosted. Even though the environment is competitive I got to know many locals whom I’ve stayed in touch with after I got back home. Most of them seemed very interested in getting to know us exchange students and to learn about our origins. 
The course reserves were mostly American with an Asia Pacific adaption. The level of the books is about the same as we are used to from BI. Students are expected to prepare for each class by reading and doing exercise questions from the course pack. Exams are mostly based on lectures; however I found it helpful to read the course reserves to gain a broader overview of the subjects.
Exams were all MCQs with a few short answer questions. My impression is that at SMU it is hard to fail courses but it is also hard to get an A+.

Library facilities are great with about 1500 seats. This is where the locals spend their days, from early in the morning until late night.  There is a great variety of books, newspapers and magazines however most info is found in the databases online. Students can get access to these either from one of the 30-40 computers in the library or from their laptops. Laptops are required since many reports, projects etc. are to be submitted online. All information from the faculty members is posted on Vista (like Black Board) and/or sent by mail.
 Course name

Prerequisite
Exam form

Major at BI

Approved as

Finance (FNCE101)
Maths

Written

Business and econs
Common

Man. acc. (ACCT102)
Acc.101
Written

Business and econs 
Common
HRM (OBHR201)
None

Written

Business and econs
Common

 Int. B.(MGMT2025)
None

Written

Business and econs
Common
All courses are doable however students are required to work continuously throughout the semester. In management accounting you are required to hand in homework every class. All courses at SMU involve a group project. All groups present their findings and submit an approximately 15 page report.

Practical information on the school and the exchange experience
We received the information package from SMU in late October/ early November and received an email with useful information. Everything was done in a very professional way and our questions were replied almost instantly.

To get the student visa or green cards you need to fill in and submit an application to SOLAR upon arrival and then go to ICA (Immigration & Checkpoints Authority) to collect them as soon as you arrive. Remember to bring two passport sized photos. (Photos can be taken at the ICA office for approx. S$5.) The visa costs S$80. (approx. 300 NoK) 

We flew to Singapore on the 22nd of December. SMU recommended that we got down there on the 20th however our experience was that we could have flown down the 25th or 26th so that we could have spent Christmas back home. If you do want to be there early I would recommend you to spend Christmas Eve at the Norwegian Seamen’s Church; great food and great people. First day of classes was on the 7th of January, matriculation was on the 4th. Last day of classes was April 3rd, and all exams were held during the week from the 14th to the 19th of April. Students get one week off during the semester so if you are inviting someone to visit, I would advise you to invite them down this week. Our recess week was week 8. One important thing to remember is that they count the weeks from the first week of the semester and not the first week of the year. 

The employees at the International Relations Office seemed very well prepared and were very helpful answering all our questions. All exchange students are assigned a buddy, however not all buddies showed up or contacted the exchange student who was assigned to them. I was privileged to get an excellent buddy whom I spent a lot of time with the first week down there. He helped me out with collecting my green cards, showed me around the city and so on. 
We found housing when we got down there by contacting real estate agents from a list provided by the Office of International Relations at SMU. After looking at approx. 10 apartments we found a decent one. We were eight people in ours and I shared a room with Bjørn Kristian (the other exchange student from BI). We paid S$600 each a month which is a good price. You should expect to pay up to S$900 a month depending on whether you share bedroom with someone or not.
Food can be bought cheap at so called food courts or hawker centres which are found all around the city. This is where the locals eat the local specialities and can be described as good food at a low price.  A meal will cost from S$5 – S$8. Eating at food courts is probably cheaper than preparing your own food, at least if you buy groceries at “western-like” supermarkets such as Cold Storage. If you get sick of Asian food McDonald’s, Burger King and Pizza Hut are well represented around the city. Another great place to eat is “The Soup Spoon” which can be found in the basement of various malls. Try the tangy tomato and basil soup with a salmon sandwich for lunch at Raffles City ( Great!  
Books are quite cheap if you compare prices back home. Course reserves rarely cost above S$50 new and can also be bought second hand at half price.  

The focus on group project work at SMU gives exchange students a great opportunity to interact with local students. I learned a lot from this academically and culturally and got friends for life. Outside school and during week-ends I mostly spent my time with other exchange students however some locals also came along when we went clubbing or drinking beer at bars. During the semester I was at SMU there were 195 exchange students from 24 countries so the diversity was severe. Some exchange parties were held but usually we arranged our own pre-parties in one of the apartments. 
Singapore is a great starting point to visit many East Asian countries because of its location and low air fares. I went to Indonesia, Cambodia and Malaysia; other exchange students travelled almost every week-end. Possible destinations are: Hong Kong, Philippines, Viet Nam, Myanmar, Bali, Thailand, Tokyo and even Australia.

I loved my stay at SMU a would recommend anyone who wants to live in one of the most vibrant cities in the world and study at an excellent university to apply for exchange to SMU; to me this was truly an experience for life. 
If you have any questions considering a possible exchange to Singapore Management University, don’t hesitate to contact me at: andreroysland@gmail.com 

Oslo, 13.06.2008 

André Røysland 
