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GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

SMU is located in the heart of Singapore on one of the main streets, Orchard Road. The Campus is relatively new, offering great facilities and consisting of six buildings, of which one is the administration building. The five other buildings house the different schools of the university, which are; School of Business, School of Information Systems, School of Law, School of Accountancy, School of Economics and School of Social Sciences. These five buildings are connected through a hallway in the basement, where you can find everything from a hair-dresser to a food court. The basement is always a vibrant place where various student activities are being promoted and it is also a great meeting venue for the students. The University also has a well equipped gym, which can be used free of charge by the students. There is also a swimming pool on the roof and a student bar located in the School of Business. SMU is home of more than 6000 undergraduate and graduate students and approximately 200 exchange students. Courses are conducted in the way of small group seminars of approximately 10-40 students. Seminars tend to be very interactive, discussing subjects, and it is required that you are well prepared for each class.
II Practical Information 

Information before I left
I received an acceptance package in the middle of October 2008 containing all the information I needed to successfully finish my application. In detail the letter contained information on the following matters: Student Pass, Academic Matters, Student Computer Account, Health Insurance, the Buddy System, Orientation day, Arrival Details, a Guide to Singapore and SMU and Housing Information. This proved to be very helpful, and after getting this I did not encounter any problems in any kind of the administration matters. Before I got this acceptance letter, the OIR office at SMU continuously me e-mails, updating me on what was going to happen next, and guided me through the whole application process.

Visa Procedure and travel experiences
You are not obligated to apply for a visa to enter Singapore, but you do need to apply for a student pass at the ICA since you are staying for more than 30 days. But again, SMU will take care of this for you and you only have to register on the Internet after receiving information on the matter from SMU. As for getting there, finding cheap tickets from Oslo is not a problem, although, I would recommend buying a flexi ticket back since your plans might change for several reasons.
Academic Calendar

I arrived in Singapore on 22 December due to the housing issue that I will explain later. SMU recommended us to come on the 19, but a lot of the incoming students waited till after Christmas. I have to admit I am glad I arrived early, since I made a lot of new friends in this period, which also made the search for accommodation and the administration matters less stressful. Spending Christmas in Singapore was definitely a new experience and a memorable one as well. I would recommend visiting the Norwegian Seamen Church on Christmas Eve to get a good Norwegian Christmas supper.
The first day I was in contact with the school was on the orientation day, which was held on the 2 January. In my opinion the orientation day was not very interesting apart from meeting all the other exchange students. The first thing we had to do was to register and create our own computer access account. From there on the staff at SMU held a short presentation on different matters, which mostly had been explained in the acceptance package. After the presentation, there was a free lunch where the exchange students could socialize. 
The first day of school was on the 5 January and besides going to class there were no organized activities held by the school. The first week of classes did not require any preparation, but was merely just a brief introduction to the syllabus that was to be reviewed throughout the semester and the structure of the course.

In all of my courses we had several quizzes, mid-terms and papers to hand in,. The mid-terms were mainly held in week seven, just before the spring break, which was in week eight of the semester. In several courses the professor expected us to use this week to work on a paper that was due in week nine, no room for vacation for the eager students. The examination period was of course in the last week of the semester, in week fourteen. I had all my exams on three consecutive days, which I found quite intense. Before the examination period week we got one week of preparation, whereas the last day of class was held two weeks before the exam, where the professor would review the syllabus and prepare us for the upcoming exam.

Reception
Besides the orientation day, there basically was no reception at all. SMU had signed me up for a buddy that never showed up, and this was the case for many of the exchange students, Nevertheless, I did not find this troubling as the information we received on orientation day and in the acceptance package basically was enough to get around school. Moreover the local students and staff were very friendly and willing to help if there would be a problem.
Housing

SMU did not offer any housing or accommodation, but they provided us with a guide and list of agents to make our quest for accommodation easier. The first week I stayed at a hostel named Sleepy Sam’s, where the majority of the incoming students would have their residence the first week. I would recommend this place to everyone, since it is a great place to meet, get to know the other exchange students and find flat mates. I ended up living in a condo with six other people. The condo had its own gym, swimming pool, barbeque pit etc. You should try to look at as many flats as possible with different agents since the standards and costs vary a lot. Be aware of agents trying to exploit you for being a foreigner, and it could be wise to go directly to the landlord for rental inquiries or consult your buddy or other exchange students that have been there for six months already.
Costs
Compared to other countries in the region, Singapore can be perceived as quite expensive, as the currency rate was approximately 5 kroner for one SGD during my period of stay.

Rent: The rental price for the accommodation I managed to find was 850 SGD per person.   For such an apartment with decent standard you should expect to pay between 500-1000 SGD, depending on its location.
Books: Aproximately 50 SGD for one book at the book store at SMU.

Food: The food was quite expensive if you would go to the supermarkets and buy and prepare your own food. It was actually much cheaper to eat out. The food courts and food junctions would provide you with a decent meal for 5 SGD, give or take.

In general I would say that it would be wise to bring some extra savings, since Singapore is a great base for travelling around Asia, which is quite cheap when you once visit the area. Although surviving on the students’ loan is not a problem at all if you spend your money wisely.
The International Office
The Office of international Relations (OIR) had a very friendly staff, but I did not see them much except from the orientation day. They provided us with all the information we needed through e-mail and did a very good job, in my opinion.
Exchange promotion

I did not participate in any kind of promotion and there was no real setting for it except from inquiries made in class by professors and fellow students.
Social Activities
In general I had good relations with the other students. The local students were very friendly and helpful, but I did not have that much contact with them apart from school related matters. In general the exchange students formed a little click, at least the ones from the western part of the world, mainly because of their study, travelling and party habits.
It was possible to join the students’ organization at school for those who wanted to do sports and different social activities. It was not allowed for us to get engaged in any political activities.

SMU or the OIR did arrange some events and activities for us exchange students such as a few trips and two parties. These arrangements were quite good and we also made a lot of arrangements on our own. 
In general, I enjoyed myself at school. It was a vibrant place providing you with all necessities and was a great social venue in the weekdays. 
Culture and Language
The Singaporeans all speak English with a very distinct accent, commonly referred to as “Singlish”. This can be a bit tricky to understand at first, since they speak very fast and it seems like they speak Chinese, only with English words. All my professors were of Chinese origin and it took me a while to follow 100%.
Singapore has a lot to offer, it consists of people of many origins. Although 70 percent are Chinese, you will find a lot of different food and activities evolving around these different cultures. In the City you have Chinatown and Little India, which are very different from the rest of the big modern city and give you a great glance of the different cultural aspects. 
Cultural and Social Effects from the Exchange Experience
After spending 5 months in Asia and Singapore and having travelled around South East Asia, being forced to interact and meet new people from all over the world, I feel more open-minded and feel I have gotn a greater understanding of cultures and people. I also feel that I have grown and benefited personally from my stay abroad.
Having said this, I feel I have a competitive advantage when I will be joining the workforce. It has also given me new perspectives on career possibilities, and I would definitely explore career options involving working outside Norway.
III ACADEMIC INFORMATION

The Teaching situation

All courses are taught in English and I did not encounter any major problems besides getting used to their accent. As for the level of study, the workload is greater than home at BI, whereas the level of study is basically the same. The professors use a mix between cases, group work, lectures and discussions. When you are in class, you are expected to be well prepared and you are assessed according to participation in class. I also had to do homework for every class and the professor would then make us hand it in, give us quizzes or ask us questions regarding our homework and the subject of that particular day.
Required Literature

All of the literature is in English. The required literature is basically the same as you will find in any of the courses taken home at BI. The professors will in many cases provide you with extra material such as articles etc., or make you do the research on your own, all depending on the course you are taking. In all my exams the core was based on the literature, although some of the courses required you to have extensive knowledge beyond what was provided in the books.

Exams
Depending on the course, I experienced larger cases, multiple choice and essays and in most cases a mix between them all. I would say that passing the course required little effort, but scoring an A is more difficult as the final exam only accounted for 40% of the grade. And to get a good mark you had to work continuously throughout the semester, as participation in class accounted for 20% of the assessment, the last 40% was assessed by quizzes, mid-terms and papers.
Other

SMU provides a great library with computer resources. It consists of several floors with a large amount of computers and group study rooms. To use the computers you will have to use the account you created on orientation day and SMU helps you set up your own laptop to the SMU network. In class you do not need to bring your laptop, but it is very useful in many cases as all of the content is published on Blackboard, but not required.
Description of Courses
Course name:

         Prereq.
      Exam
Major at BI
            Approved as

FNCE 101  
Finance
         Calculus
     Written
Business &       

Common







Economics

OBHR 201 
Human           None
     Written
Business &

Common

    
Capatal 



Economics

    
Management

 

 
ACCT 102  
Management   Financial      Written
Business &       

Common


     
Accounting      Accounting

Economics
The reason I only had three courses was that the other possible courses did not fit in my schedule and also due to the fact that I did not get any courses in the first round of the BOSS biding system. I ended up getting Economic Development in Asia as my fourth course, but decided to drop this due to an extreme workload, lack of interest and relevance to my study. When bidding for courses I recommend to participate in the courses you want to bid on the first week to check whether you want to bid on the course or not. All of the courses required you to work continuously and included mid-terms, quizzes homework and group projects.

This semester has been amazing in every aspect, and I would highly recommend everyone to go there.This report does not cover the full aspect of going on an exchange to SMU. If you have any questions at all, do not hesitate to contact me on hlysaker@gmail.com
Henrik Lysaker
