GUIDELINES FOR WRITING THE STUDENT REPORT 

Please write this report in English 
Name of the University: St Petersburg State University Grade School of Management
Names of the students: Daniel Lohne Sorteberg
Exchange semester:
3rd master semester

Fall, 2009
I GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

1. Describe the school and its surroundings – very short

The school is situated on the Vasilievskij Island on the first line, close to the main University Campus and only a couple of kilometers from St Petersburg Center, the Hermitage, The Admirality and the Neva. Walking distance from the school is main street Srednij Prospekt, Vasiliostrovskaja metro station, and some restaurants and cafés.

2. Current faculty divisions and special areas.

The GSOM is one of the faculties of the main University SPBGY, with three program. MIB, Master in International Business, MITIM, Master in Technology Management, and the CEMS program only for CEMS students.

3. Number of students - graduate and undergraduate – number of exchange students


Around 80 exchange students and maybe 120 Russian students. Maybe a few more.

4. Study structure

All master students must choose master courses and voluntarily language courses. Bachelor students may choose some master courses and language course. Lectures are held in classes of between 10 and 100 students.
II Practical Information 

Information before you left
· When did you receive the information package from the University?

In may/june
· Any difficulties?

The University contact person is rather busy and is responsible for too many students the information and communication is quite messy. My suggestion is that you continue writing emails and call until they answer your questions or fix your problems. Do not wait more than one or two days for an answer. 
Visa Procedure and travel experiences
· What problems, if any did you encounter?

That I needed to change my passport as it expired less than 6 months from my departure from Russia

· Does the visa cost anything?

Tourist Visa to Russia costs 315 kr if you let them use 4-10 working days or 630 for 1-4 and around 900 for the same day. Study Visa, as you will need costs some more as the Russian state has discovered your commitment to go to Russia as an economical opportunity.

· How did you order your ticket – any problems?

No problems. Online. Norwegian flies two times a week directly. SAS flies with one stop everyday, but it costs more. 

Academic Calendar

· Arrival date – introductory week

Introduction week is the last week of august. It is optional.

· First day of the semester?

1st of September
· Last day of classes?

18th of December
· Examination period?

Technically, 10 of January to 31th of January. Some exams are in December, others can be set up also in December. But if you have many classes, this might get difficult as things will collide.

· Any special events?

Some extra lectures/carrier days and some holidays no one really knows why they exist. The new Russia is 19 years old and have to make up new holidays or find events in the past that reconcile with their new image.

Reception
· How was the reception at the school?

Good. All Russian students are very welcoming and nice. They are very interested in getting to know foreign students.

· Was the administration and faculty well prepared for your arrival?

No, as mentioned this “administration” was one person with some students helpers. A lot of fuzz and unnecessary waiting, paperwork, tests, registrations the first 3 days. But kind of impossible to avoid.

· Did the school’s students participate in the reception of the exchange students?

Yes, very much.

Housing
· Did you have housing at your disposal or did you have to find your own housing?

The school provides housing in the form of a dormitory where 2 people share one room. A lot of people and a lot of parties. I got my own apartment after 3 weeks.

· What support did you receive from the school in locating housing?

They set it all up for you as long as you choose to live in a dorm. If its your first time in Russia, this will probably be the best.

· Any special issues or good ideas for prospective students?

You may contact me and I can forward contact information to my former landlord if interested. Nice guy who speaks English. Be careful when searching for houses as there are many scams, particularly with exchange students involved.

Costs
· Describe the most important expenses such as rent, books, food, etc.

For me it was rent, for most others probably nightlife and food. You don’t need to buy any books. Only copy articles.
The International Office
· Is there an international office? 

Yes

· Who is responsible for incoming exchange students?

Mr Yan Medveded

· How does the international office function?

Poorly in the start. Better when they had less things to do. 

· Do you receive all relevant information?

No. Ask and your questions will be answered. But try to ask what and when, and not why. It seems they are tired of explaining why their society is so full of unnecessary bureaucracy.

Exchange promotion

· What kind of activity did you take part in to promote exchange to Norway at your exchange university?

I had lunch discussions where I explained to other NHH and exchange students why BI is so much greater than NHH. In general I tried to focus in what seperates Norway from Russia. Fresh air and beautiful nature, and not that our price levels are 3-5 times higher. 

Social Activities
· How is your relationship with other students?

Pretty good. Most people are very nice and easy to befriend. 

· How is the relationship among the exchange students?

Mostly good. In my impression it forms to clicks after a while as son many people are leaving so closely for such a long time. If you are at the dorm you will always be welcome to stuff there.
· Is there a student organization, and if so, are the exchange students part of it?
Maybe, I didn’t experience one particular student organization.

· Are there any special activities and gatherings for exchange students?
Yes, you can sing up on a board in everything from dancing to football.

· How do you like it at the school?

The school is nice. Probably Russia’s best economics school. The teachers are good and the other students are very friendly.

Culture and Language
· Do you have any language problems with the faculty or other students?

On day to day basis no, but as we wrote assignments with Russian students I was surprised of their poor English writing skills.

· How are the possibilities to experience the country and the culture?

Very good. Try to travel around a bit. Russia is much more than St Petersburg and Moscow.

Cultural and Social Effects from the Exchange Experience
· How do you think the exchange experience will affect you from a cultural and social point of view?

This was not my first time in Russia, so this visit has not changed so much of my views, but it will definitely broaden your horizon for better or worse.

· How do you think the exchange experience influences your future career possibilities?

This time I have tried to get in contact with international people working in Russia with some success. Hopefully it can be useful. 

III ACADEMIC INFORMATION

The Teaching situation
· In which language are the courses taught? Any problems?

English. The Russians at this school all master English well, sometimes pronunciation can be an issue.

· How would you evaluate the level of study in relationship to the level at BI?

The master level in GSOM is lower than the master level at BI.

· Is the teaching primarily practical or theoretical?

A good mix. No exams are 100%. Usually all courses consists of presentation, term-paper, mid-term, problem sets and final examination.

· Are the professors using cases, group work or lectures (or a mix)?

Mix

· How is the workload compared to that at BI?

As the level is lower some subjects might be experienced easier, but the many presentations and hand ins make sure the total workload is pretty much the same.

· How is the relationship between faculty and students?

Good. But the Russian students tend to behave poorly against their teacher, most of the times disturbing the class alot. This is really annoying.

· What is the relationship between the students in the classroom?

Also mostly good.

Required Literature
· Is the literature in English?

All literature is in english

· How do you estimate the level of the literature?

Most of our literature was taken from economical papers like Harvard Business review, so the level is adequate. 

· Is the literature used for detailed knowledge or a broad overview?

Both, but often broad overview in the sense you are expected to read way to many articles 


· Is exam based on the literature or on the lectures?

Both. Depends very much in the subject. Some exams are open book and based on understanding.
Exams
· What types of exams were you given?

Multippel choice, essays, short questions, open book, oral (presentation)
· What knowledge level was required to pass the exams?

You need to study to get good grades as in most countries.

Other

· Do students have easy access to the library and it’s resources?
The library is very good, has a lot of literature in both Russian and English and holds most important magazines like The Economist and accademical papers.
· How is the access to the computers? 

Easy and good. You get a school login name the first day and a library card and access wit your own laptop or the schools computers.

· How is IT used in the teaching or as a distributor of information?

Good. Most slides and resources are posted online. Most teachers uses slides in the teaching. 

Description of Courses
Please list all the courses you are taking in the form below: 

· Name and code of the course

· Prerequisites, if any

· Exam form

· Comments: Relevance, Difficult/easy, Practical/theoretical, Enrolment problems 

Example:

Course name:

Prereq.

Exam

Major at BI
Approved as

Consulting Project
None

Written dissertation/Oral

Free elective
EU Russia relations
None

Written/Multpippel choice
Free elective

International Economics

Written dissertation/Written exam/ 
Free elective

And Trade

None

Presentation

Management Accounting

For Multinational Firms
None
Written/Presentation/Dissertation
Free Elective

Russian

according to level
Written


No credits


…………………………………………………………………………………………..

Please fill in all the courses you have taken 

Any other experiences:

The consulting project was very interesting and can be recommended. A group of 4 – 6 students do a consultancy project for an international firm stationed in Russia. This years firms were: Coca Cola, Nokia, JTI Tobacco, Procter and Gamble etc..

Our group did P&G which gave us many contacts and a sponsored trip to their production facility in Novomoskovsk 200 km from Moscow.


Names and e-mails:
The International Relations Office will appreciate if you will inform about your e-mail addresses, so that other students can contact you for more information.

danielsorteberg@gmail.com
